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Celebrating Thanksgiving Jewishly 

Thanksgiving has always been one of my favorite holidays.  Having grown up without many 

Jewish friends, I spent a lot of holidays either being the one celebrating or the only one not 

celebrating.  Thanksgiving was that one holiday during which I felt part of the bigger community, 

experiencing what everyone else got to experience.  But what about those that are not fortunate 

enough to be able to celebrate the way “everyone else” does? 

This year, in furtherance of its commitment to fighting food insecurity, WRT launched a new 

initiative - WRT Delivers Thanksgiving.  To ensure that as many people as possible, regardless of 

circumstances, have the opportunity to celebrate Thanksgiving, WRT joined a local Scarsdale 

tradition - Grandma Pat’s Thanksgiving Dinner - to come together to feed those in our 

community that might otherwise have gone hungry on Thanksgiving.  

Grandma Pat was the mother of a local Scarsdale mother, Cindi Fisher, who shared in the belief 

that no one should go hungry, much less on Thanksgiving when others are able to gather around a 

table and enjoy a holiday meal. When Pat passed away, Grandma Pat’s Thanksgiving Dinner 

was her family’s way of not only feeding those who are hungry but also to keep alive the traditions 

of Pat in showing kindness and support to those who are experiencing food insecurity. Cindy and 

her family teamed up with WRT to continue her family’s tradition. 

In the days leading up to Thanksgiving, under the leadership of Allison Friedland, Cindi Fisher 

and Amy Hirschhorn, over 250 volunteers, some as young as four years old, gathered at WRT to 

cook, bake, and distribute food.  If cooking wasn’t your thing?  No big deal - you could decorate 

Thanksgiving cards, or be one of our special Turkey carvers.   Together, we were able to prepare 

Turkey, candied sweet potatoes, green bean casserole, cranberry sauce, corn bread, brownies and 

cookies for 365 people, as well as an additional 100 cornbread, 50 trays of cranberry sauce, and 4 

green bean casseroles.  Without the support and hard work of the WRT facilities staff, none of this 

would have been possible. 

In addition, because of your generosity, we were able to provide 90 $50 Stop and Shop gift cards 

to HOPE Community Services, Mt. Vernon Department of Community Engagement, and Good 

Shepherd Presbyterian Church in Yonkers.  A special thank you to Yoel Magid for organizing 

these efforts. 

I have always struggled with the concept of volunteerism around the holidays, in fear that there 

would be an overabundance of giving on a specific holiday, when the need exists all year 

round.  But I have learned that tzedakah during the holiday season is just as important.  Indeed, a 

founding principle of Mazon is the ancient rabbinic tradition that a celebration may not begin until 

the community’s poor and hungry are seated and fed.   And still, our WRT community ensured 

that our weekly commitments were still fulfilled.  While WRT Delivers Thanksgiving prepared 



Thanksgiving meals, members of Cooking4HOPE prepared 440 sandwich bags for distribution to 

HOPE Community Services.   

I began by discussing Thanksgiving as the secular holiday that I was able to experience with 

everyone else.  But what could be more Jewish about a holiday than providing for those that are 

less fortunate?  During the Passover seder, we say “All who are hungry, come and eat!”  In the 

Haftarah reading for Yom Kippur, Isaiah challenges the people to do more than ritually observe 

the fast; he implores them to let this fast lead the the people to do the work of tikkun olam and “to 

share your bread with the hungry.” (Isaiah 58).  And on Purim, we give matanot la’evyonim, gifts 

to the needy, to ensure that everyone can partake in the feast and celebration of Purim. 

As a relative newcomer to this community, I cannot say enough about how moved I was to see so 

many people, new friends and old ones, come together with the common cause of helping 

others.  The social hall and kitchen were filled with the chatter of people becoming acquainted and 

reacquainted - ECC families, college students home for the holidays, Men of Reform Judaism, 

Family Mitzvah Corps, Women of Reform Judaism, the WRT Social Impact Council, members of 

the WRT Board of Trustees, Cooking4HOPE volunteers, JLL and Sharing Shabbat families, and 

many community members.  As we sit down to our Thanksgiving meals with our family and 

friends, we will know that we celebrated Jewishly by not sitting down to our own meal until we 

knew that our neighbors were cared for. 

Learn more about where the food was donated: Meals on Main Street, The Friendly Fridge 

Network, and Mamaroneck Community Resources Center. 

 

 

 

If you participated in WRT Delivers Thanksgiving, this is 

a great opportunity for you to reflect on your experience, 

write it down, and put it in your Tzedek Box! 

 

 

 

 

             Scroll Down For Pictures   

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


